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Lastly, how does the matter stand as regards ourselves ? We have endeavoured to "be as elastic as the somewhat cast-iron dogmas of Western civilization admit. Speaking from my own experience, I should say that the absence of that social adaptability, in which the French excel, is to some extent compensated in the case of the English by a relatively
On September 5 the same newspaper published a letter from a correspondent (Lieutenant-Colonel Bernard), who is evidently well acquainted with his subject, in which he says: ce Sans doute il r&gne dans certains milieux un optimisme officiel et Ton proclame, en toute occasion, que la France se distingue des autres nations colonisatrices par les sentiments d*affection qn'elle sait inspirer a tous ses sujets. On oppose notre humeur bienveillante, notre familiarit6 facile et gaie a la raideur et & la dignit6 des Anglais et des Hollandais. Nos voisins savent se faire craindre, ils peuvent se faire estimer; notre lot est meil-leur, et sans efforts nous nous faisons aimer. Ce sont 1& des lieux communs qui satisfont notre vanite^ mais que toutes les observations sinc&res dementent, Dans les colonies, nous sommes pour 1'indigene 1'Stranger et le maitre, et cela suffit pour eveiller 1'antipathic et susciter la haine."
It is as well that the truth should be boldly stated. Both in France and England ignorance of the real facts in connection with this subject, and national pride, are apt to mislead public opinion and to obscure the true issue.